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world. All over France there was running at that
time an increasingly sympathetic curiosity concern-
ing Russian thought and Russian manners. The
articles of Vogiie gratified this thirst for knowledge,
but it was not until they were reprinted in a volume
that their full significance was appreciated.

It was by " Le Roman Russe," which appeared
in the summer of 1886, that Melchior de Vogiie first
became widely known,  and the  " Avant-Propos"
with which that volume was launched on the waters
of controversy is of all his writings the one which
has exercised the   most   lasting   influence.     This
critical preface to a contribution to criticism has the
extraordinary value of a manifesto, put forth with
equal passion and adroitness at the precise moment
when the reading world  was  ready to accept it.
Every circumstance connected with its publication
was happy.     The  articles   on   Russian   literature,
spread over three years, had greatly increased the
prestige of the writer; their success had led to the
introduction  to  French  readers  of   the principal
Russian works described ;  those works  had  been
read, were now being more eagerly than ever read,
still with some bewilderment at their strangeness;
meanwhile the naturalistic theory of fiction, pushed
to extremities by Zola and his disciples, had begun
to pall upon their admirers.    France was ready for
a new voice, a fresh wind of the spirit; every one
was prepared to welcome a man daring enough to
proclaim that we had had enough  of  these  dry
bundles of observations, this mechanical pursuit of